
ASSESSMENT 
RENEWAL



BUSINESS SHOPPING DISTRICT 
OVERVIEW

• Public Act 146 was passed by the State Legislature 
in July 1992 creating Principal Shopping Districts
• Ad Hoc Citizens Committee formed to study 
feasibility of a Principal Shopping District
• Birmingham City Commission approved formation 
of PSD in September 1992

• Funded by special assessments on commercial 
properties only within the district boundaries
• Assessment hearings held in 1993, 1994, 1997, 2000, 
2003, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015 and 2018.
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We strive to provide leadership in the marketing, 
advertising, and promotion of the Birmingham Shopping 
District. We actively work to promote a district that is 
active, attractive, clean, safe and pedestrian-oriented, and 
ensure that the entire district continues to serve as a center 
for business, service, social, cultural and community 
activities.

BIRMINGHAM SHOPPING DISTRICT 
MISSION





BIRMINGHAM SHOPPING DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE OVERVIEW

Business Development
• Conduct retail recruitment – current  reta il 

occupancy 99%
• Mainta in  property inventory and vacancy 

lis t ings , prepare new bus ines s  reports
• 31 new bus ines s es  added to BSD in 2021 

a lone, including notable na t iona l reta ilers
• Prom ote Birm ingham  in reta il t rade 

publica t ions , brokers , pros pect ive reta ilers
• Conduct  tenant  m ix s tudies  
• Provide res ources  to exis t ing bus ines s es  

(m arket ing and prom otion, m erchant  
m eet ings , m onthly news let ters  etc.)



BIRMINGHAM SHOPPING DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE OVERVIEW
Maintenance/Capital Improvements
• 214 hanging flower baskets
• 31 Flower Planters
• BSD and City fund holiday lighting throughout 

downtown
• Snow removal for 10 miles of sidewalks
• Sidewalk power washing
• Window washing in construction zones



Marketing & Advertising
• Produce seasonal videos, a holiday gift 

guide and other print materials to promote 
shopping, dining and events in 
Birmingham 

• Promote BSD and events via media 
campaigns including broadcast, radio, 
digital, social media, billboards and more, 
totaling over 29 million impressions in the 
past year 

• BSD has been successful at shifting focus 
as needed due to large construction 
impacts, COVID-19 Pandemic

BIRMINGHAM SHOPPING DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE OVERVIEW



Special Events
• Day on the Town sidewalk sale
• Movie night series in Booth Park
• Small Business Saturday, holiday shopping 
• Winter Markt and tree lighting attract an 

average of 16,000 visitors 
• Santa House
• Restaurant Week
• Birmingham Cruise Event
• Birmingham Farmers Market in its 

20th season attracting an average of 
2000 visitors per week

BIRMINGHAM SHOPPING DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE OVERVIEW



Downtown Construction Assistance
• Birmingham Bucks incentives during Phase II - Maple Road 

Birmingham Bucks incentives during Phase III - S. Old 
Woodward 

• Signage and marketing to retain customers during 
construction

• Leased private parking for public use during construction



COVID -19 Pandemic Assistance

• Provided personal protection equipment to BSD 
businesses

• Worked with City on grants for businesses for PPE and 
relief measures

• Established Buy and Fly spaces for curbside pickup
• 12 Days of Takeout
• Distributed PPE, heaters, propane, igloos and other 

outdoor dining structures and equipment obtained 
through City -awarded County, State and Federal grants



HISTORY OF BSD RATES & ADJUSTMENTS

RISING COSTS

• First floor rates have not 
been increased since 2008

• Second floor rates have not 
been increased since 2019

• High rates of inflation, supply 
issues, difficult employment 
market



SUGGESTED RATE CHANGES 2023 - 2026



BSD PROPOSED ASSESSMENT RATES

2022-23 $.553
(55.3 

cents/sq. ft)

$.388
(38.8 

cents/sq. ft.)

IMPACT
$494/yr to
$553/yr/

1000 sq.ft.

$346/yr to 
$388/yr/

1000 sq.ft.

District 1

YEAR 1st Story 2nd Story 

2021-22
$.494

(49.4 cents/
sq. ft.)

$.346
(34.6 cents/

sq. ft.)

District 1A

1st Story 2nd Story 

$ .247
(24.7  cents/

sq. ft.)

$.173
(17.3 cents/

sq. ft.)

$.277
(27.7 

cents/sq. ft)

$.194
(19.4 cents/sq. 

ft.)

$247/yr to 
$277/yr/

1000 sq.ft.

$173/yr to 
$194/yr/

1000 sq.ft.



KEEP THE 
MOMENTUM 
GOING

Birmingham has the highest 
commercial rents and land 
values in Michigan and is 
considered one of the most 
walkable downtowns in 
America

CNU Michigan Chapter
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